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University of Kent

• Founded in 1965

• Annual income £267.1m

• 20,135 students

• 15.7% from outside the UK of 157 different 
nationalities

• Gold rated in TEF (Teaching Excellence 
Framework)

• Top 20 research intensity in REF (Research 
Excellent Framework)

• Kent and Medway Medical School opening 
September 2020
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Confessions of a copyright geek
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The History of Copyright

https://copyrightcortex.org/copyright-101/chapter-2

https://copyrightcortex.org/copyright-101/chapter-2


What is copyright? 

Works
(The things it protects)

Usages
(The activities it regulates)

Licences
(Legal use with permission)

Exceptions
(Legal use without permission)



The ethics of copying

Photo by Kristina 
Paparo on Unsplash

Kim Dotcom By Hagen Hopkins 
- Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
w/index.php?curid=43499357

By internets_dairy - Flickr: Johann 
Hari, CC BY 2.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/i
ndex.php?curid=77273716

https://unsplash.com/@krispaparo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/baby?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=43499357


Copying and the internet



Copyright infringement and plagiarism

"If you must write prose/poems
The words you use should be your own
Don't plagiarise or take "on loan"
'Cause there's always someone, somewhere
With a big nose, who knows
And who trips you up and laughs
When you fall”

Cemetary Gates by the Smiths (Morrissey/Marr)

The photograph is believed to be copyright 1985, Stephen Wright (the photographer) http://www.wrightphoto.co.uk/

http://www.wrightphoto.co.uk/


Technology and plagiarism



Copyright infringement and plagiarism

https://www.plagiarismtoday.com/2013/10/07/difference-copyright-infringement-plagiarism/

https://www.plagiarismtoday.com/2013/10/07/difference-copyright-infringement-plagiarism/


“acquiring and demonstrating the 
appropriate knowledge, skills and 
behaviours to enable the ethical 

creation and use of copyright 
material.” 

Definition of Copyright Literacy

Secker and Morrison, 2016, p.211



Copyright as an Experience

Category 4: 
Copyright is an 
opportunity for 

negotiation, 
collaboration and 
co-construction 

of understanding

Category 1: Copyright is a problem

Category 2: 
Copyright is complicated and 

shifting

Category 3: 
Copyright is a 
known entity 

requiring coherent 
messages

Morrison & Secker  (2017)



IFLA Copyright Literacy statement
August 2018

“Many librarians’ work involves 
regularly dealing with copyright. 
From public libraries, to specialized 
and research libraries, questions 
arise around lending, the legal 
deposit, accessibility, preservation 
and many more activities. 
Furthermore, librarians are 
increasingly becoming a reference 
point for library users, faculty 
members and many others seeking 
for clarification on copyright-related 
matters.”

https://www.ifla.org/node/67012

https://www.ifla.org/node/67012


The case for copyright literacy – informed risk vs ignorance



Open Educational Practices



Open practice, librarians and information literacy

https://copyrightliteracy.org/2019/05/03/information-literacy-and-open-access-two-movements-one-aim-2/

https://copyrightliteracy.org/2019/05/03/information-literacy-and-open-access-two-movements-one-aim-2/


Open practice, ideology and idealism

Jane Secker on panel at CopyCamp 2018 -
https://copyrightliteracy.org/2018/10/15/reflections-on-the-opening-panel-at-copycamp/

https://copyrightliteracy.org/2018/10/15/reflections-on-the-opening-panel-at-copycamp/


Scholarly vs copyright culture 

From Gadd, E. (2017) Academics and Copyright Ownership: Ignorant, Confused or Misled?
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2017/10/31/guest-post-academics-copyright-ownership-ignorant-confused-misled/



LEGAL FRAMEWORKS AND 
LITIGATION

Who’s suing who and how is the law changing



SciHub



SciHub – the librarian’s response

https://copyrightliteracy.org/2018/10/
26/sci-hub-the-librarians-response/

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree
/2018/sep/13/scientific-publishing-rip-off-
taxpayers-fund-research

https://copyrightliteracy.org/2018/10/26/sci-hub-the-librarians-response/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/13/scientific-publishing-rip-off-taxpayers-fund-research


European Copyright Reform

Copyright
Directives

Member 
State laws

Digital Single Market (DSM) Directive proposal, adopted March 2019
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-
0231_EN.html?redirect

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0231_EN.html?redirect


EU DSM Directive and internet freedom

Press publisher right  
article 15*

• New right for press 
publishers to licence 
aggregation of links

• Lasts for 2 years from 
publication

• Does not apply to 
academic periodicals

• It will impact on the way 
links to news articles 
are disseminated

Online content-sharing 
services article 17**

• Online platforms will be 
liable for content posted 
by users

• Automatic upload filters 
on online platforms

• Does not apply to 
academic repositories

• Will it kill the meme and 
do machines understand 
fair dealing?

*previously article 11 **previously article 13



Value of library advocacy on copyright

https://blogs.ifla.org/lpa/2019/04/16/the-eu-copyright-reform-battles-won-bullets-
dodged-and-the-questions-that-remain/

https://blogs.ifla.org/lpa/2019/04/16/the-eu-copyright-reform-battles-won-bullets-dodged-and-the-questions-that-remain/


Copyright literacy as part of information and digital literacy



Further reading

• Deazley, R. Copyright Cortex copyrightcortex.org 

• Frye, Brian L. Plagiarism is Not a Crime, Duquesne University Law 
Review, Vol. 54, No. 133, 2016

• Hare, Joanna; Choi, Kimburley. Attribution and plagiarism in the creative 
arts. Journal of Information Literacy, [S.l.], v. 13, n. 1, p. 62-75, june
2019. ISSN 1750-5968. Available at: 
<https://ojs.lboro.ac.uk/JIL/article/view/PRJ-V13-I1-1>

• Morrison, C (2018) Copyright and digital literacy: rules, risk and 
creativity in Reedy, K and Parker J. Digital Literacy Unpacked. Facet 
Publishing: London. (pp. 97-108) Available under CC-BY-NC licence
at: https://kar.kent.ac.uk/70446/

• Morrison, C. and Secker, J “Understanding librarians’ experiences of 
copyright: findings from a phenomenographic study of UK information 
professionals”, Library Management , https://doi.org/10.1108/LM-01-
2017-0011

• Secker J and Morrison C. (2016) Copyright and E-learning: a guide for 
practitioners. Facet Publishing: London. Chapter 6: Copyright education 
and training available online.

https://copyrightliteracy org/publications/

https://ojs.lboro.ac.uk/JIL/article/view/PRJ-V13-I1-1
https://kar.kent.ac.uk/70446/
https://doi.org/10.1108/LM-01-2017-0011
https://ukcopyrightliteracy.files.wordpress.com/2016/07/chapter-6_secker-m_copyright-e-learning-2nd-edn.pdf
https://copyrightliteracy.org/publications/


Credits

All original work in this presentation is available for reuse under a Creative Commons 
Attribution (CC-BY) 4.0 licence. All other content is used either under licence or fair 
dealing exceptions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988
Slide 8 -Portrait pictures of Chris Morrison by Matt Wilson © University of Kent
Printing press image By Daniel Chodowiecki - DANIEL CHODOWIECKI 62 bisher
unveröffentlichte Handzeichnungen zu dem Elementarwerk von Johann Bernhard 
Basedow. Mit einem Vorworte von Max von Boehn. Voigtländer-Tetzner, Frankfurt am 
Main 1922. (self scanned from book), Public Domain
Slide 8 - Statute of Anne - http://www.copyrighthistory.com/anne.html
Slide 8 - By Original artist: Joseph Ferdinand Keppler (1838-1894) Restoration: Adam 
Cuerden - http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2011661385/ by way of 
http://adamcuerden.deviantart.com/gallery/#/d5onmxh, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=23322831
Slide 8 - Berne Convention - http://www.copyrighthistory.org/cam/index.php
Slide 20 – picture of panel at LILAC 2019 by Jane Secker CC BY
Slide 21 – picture of CopyCamp 2018 panel by Chris Morrison CC BY
Pictograms illustrating copyright components from copyright the card game © 
copyrightliteracy.org CC-BY-NC-SA
European Court of Justice by Gwenael Piaser CC BY-NC-SA 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/piaser/4399442576/sizes/l

http://www.copyrighthistory.com/anne.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=23322831
http://www.copyrighthistory.org/cam/index.php
https://copyrightliteracy.org/resources/copyright-the-card-game/
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Questions
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