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Who we are

EIFL is an international not-for-profit 
organisation with a base in Europe and a 

global network of partners



EILF works in 
47 countries 
in partnership with library consortia



Our mission

Enabling access to knowledge through libraries 
in developing and transition countries to 

contribute to sustainable economic and social 
development



Core initiatives
Access to Knowledge for Education, Learning 

and Research

EIFL Open access, EIFL-IP, EIFL-FOSS, 

EIFL Consortium management, EIFL-Licensing  

Access to Knowledge for Sustainable 
Livelihoods

EIFL-PLIP: Public Library Innovation Program



EIFL-IP: copyright and libraries Resources 

EIFL Handbook on Copyright and Related Issues

Copyright for Librarians: an Online Open Curriculum on 
Copyright Law with Harvard's Berkman Center for 

Internet & Society

eIFL-IP Draft Law on Copyright Including Model 
Exceptions and Limitations for Libraries and 

Consumers

Statement of Principles on Copyright Exceptions and 
Limitations for Libraries



EIFL OA
We advocate for the adoption of open access 

policies and mandates by research funding 
agencies, universities and research organizations 

nationally and internationally

  

We build capacities to launch open access 
repositories, and to ensure their long-term 

sustainability



EIFL OA (2) 
We empower library professionals, scholars, 

educators and students to become open access 
advocates

We offer training, support knowledge sharing, 
and provide expertise on open access 

policies and practices (journals and 
repositories)



EIFL OA (3)
41 workshops in 27 countries with participants 

from over 52 countries (awareness raising, 
advocacy and capacity building, 2008-2010)   

18 open access mandates (China, Lithuania, Poland, 
Russia, Slovenia, South Africa & Ukraine)

270 open repositories in 39 countries

2,371 open access journals published in the EIFL 
network.  



EIFL OA (4)
Report on Open Repository Development in  

Developing and Transition countries

(EIFL, the University of Kansas Libraries, the DRIVER 
project and Key Perspectives Ltd)

http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-oa/oa-news/2010_07_05_report-on-open   

Report on the implementation of open content 
licenses in developing and transition countries

http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-oa/oa-news/2010_07_09_report-on-implementation  

http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-oa/oa-news/2010_07_05_report-on-open
http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-oa/oa-news/2010_07_09_report-on-implementation


Open access
Open access for researchers: 

increased visibility, usage and impact for their work 

 Open access for research institutions:  

increased visibility and impact, complete record of the 
research output in easily accessible form, the means 

to manage and assess research programmes

Open access for publishers: 

increased readership and citations, visibility and 
impact, the best possible dissemination service for 

research 



Open access
Open access literature is digital, online, free of 

charge, and free of most copyright and 
licensing restrictions. 

Open access is compatible with copyright, peer 
review, revenue  (even profit), print, 

preservation, prestige, career-advancement, 
indexing, and other features and supportive 

services associated with conventional 
scholarly literature. 

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm  

 

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm


Open access journals

Journals that use a funding model 

that does not charge readers or their 
institutions for access.

Users can read, download, copy, distribute, 
print, search, or link to the full texts of the 

journal articles. 





http://www.doaj.org/bpguide/

http://www.doaj.org/bpguide/


http://www.soros.org/openaccess/oajguides/index.shtml 

http://www.soros.org/openaccess/oajguides/index.shtml


http://www.arl.org/sparc/publisher/incomemodels/ 

http://www.arl.org/sparc/publisher/incomemodels/




Open repository
contains research output, institutional or 

thematic, and OAI compliant
http://www.openarchives.org/OAI/openarchivesprotocol.html

interoperable, forming a global research facility, 
common metadata protocol allows other web 

applications, such as data mining

scholars deposit their refereed journal articles in 
open archives/repositories, a practice 

commonly called, self-archiving 

http://www.openarchives.org/OAI/openarchivesprotocol.html


Open Access in numbers 
About 1 in 5 articles published in 2009 are now 

available in open access Björk B-C, Welling P, Laakso M, Majlender P, Hedlund 
T, et al. (2010) Open Access to the Scientific Journal Literature: Situation 2009. PLoS ONE 5(6): 

e11273. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0011273 
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0011273

 5600  open access journals in the Directory of Open Access 
Journals http://www.doaj.org/

 1794 open access repositories in the Directory of Open 
Access Repositories http://www.opendoar.org/ 

1941 open access repositories in the Registry of Open 
Access Repositories http://roar.eprints.org/

  25,518,361 open access documents in the BASE Search 
http://www.base-search.net 

http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0011273
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://roar.eprints.org/
http://www.base-search.net/




Content types     



Open Repository Development

Report on Open Repository Development in 
Developing and Transition countries 

(EIFL, the University of Kansas Libraries, the DRIVER 
project and Key Perspectives Ltd)

http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-oa/oa-news/2010_07_05_report-on-open   

http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-oa/oa-news/2010_07_05_report-on-open


Motivations
83% to increase the visibility of the institution's 

research output

66% to provide free access to the institution's 
research output 

62% to preserve the institution's research 
output 



Motivations (2)
35% the repository was set up to help evaluate 

researchers and departments 

34% the repository was set up in response to 
requests from faculty 



Stimulants
57% Increased visibility and citations for the 
publications of the academics in our institution

32% Simple and user-friendly depositing process    

32% Institutional policy of mandatory depositing

32% Awareness-raising efforts among the academics



Stimulants (2) 
27% Interest from the decision makers within institution 

16% The requirements of research-funding 
organisations in our country regarding depositing 

research output in Open Access repositories

14% Policy to safeguard the long-term preservation of 
the deposited material 

11% Institutional policy of accountability

11% Integration/linking of the digital repository with 
other systems in our institution 



Open repositories
Publicise an institute’s research strengths, 

providing maximum return on research 
investment;

Can be mandated by institutions, speeding 
development;

Provide an administrative tool for institutions; 



Open repositories (2)
Increase impact and usage of institute's 

research, providing new contacts and 
research partnerships for authors;

Use free software and benefit from free 
technical support for installation and use; low 

installation and maintenance costs; quick to 
set up & gain benefits;

Provide usage statistics showing global interest 
and value of institutional research. 



Swan, A. (2010) The Open Access citation advantage: Studies and results to date

http://eprints.ecs.soton.ac.uk/18516/










Open access repository 
 A useful tool in day to day research management 

activities. 

Once research outputs are stored in the repository they 
can be used by departmental research managers as 
the definitive source of information for promotion 

panels and appraisals. 

It is part of a network, both formal and informal.

The Briefing Paper written by Wendy White, University of Southampton 
Library, and edited by Alma Swan for OASIS: www.openoasis.org   

http://www.openoasis.org/


Open access repository (2) 
Repositories could be linked to the institutional 

research management system (IRMS):  

e.g. data from the finance office for research income, 
information on staffing from the human resources 

database and details of postgraduate numbers from the 
student records system.

Using the central repository in this way can lead to 
resource efficiencies across the institution. Without 

this arrangement the information about research 
outputs may otherwise need to be gathered from several 

individual departments or research groups.
The Briefing Paper written by Wendy White, University of Southampton Library, and edited by Alma 

Swan for OASIS: www.openoasis.org 

http://www.openoasis.org/


Open access 
  Provides access to the world’s research output, 

free of financial and other restrictions – a 
level playing field; 

Incorporates local research into interoperable 
network of global knowledge;

Increases impact of local research, providing 
new contacts and research partnerships for 

authors; removes professional isolation

Strengthens economies through developing a 
strong and independent national science base.



Open access (2) 
  There are considerable 

economic, social and educational benefits 

to making research and other outputs available 
without financial, legal and technical 

barriers to access





The Lisbon Treaty
Article 179: The Union shall have the objective of 
strengthening its scientific and technological bases 

by achieving a European research area in which 
researchers, scientific knowledge and technology 

circulate freely, and encouraging it to become more 
competitive, including in its industry...

Article 180: In pursuing these objectives, the Union 
shall carry out the following activities, 

complementing the activities carried out in the 
Member States: (c) dissemination and optimisation 

of the results of activities in Union research, 
technological development and demonstration 



Fifth freedom

Free movement of knowledge 





A Digital Agenda for Europe
2.5.2. Driving ICT innovation by exploiting the 

single market

Knowledge transfer activities should be 
managed effectively... and publicly funded 
research should be widely disseminated 

through Open Access publication of scientific 
data and papers

To this end the Commission will appropriately extend current Open Access 
publication requirements as stipulated in Commission Decision C(2008) 

4408 (more information on this pilot is available at 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/index.cfm?

fuseaction=public.topic&id=1680). 



Europe 2020
Europe 2020 Flagship Initiative

Innovation Union

The Commission will promote open access to 
the results of publicly funded research. It will 
aim to make open access to publications the 

general principle for projects funded by the EU 
research Framework Programmes.







EC Open access pilot
The European Commission wants to ensure that the 
results of the research it funds under the EU's 7th 

Research Framework Programme (FP7) with more than 
€ 50 billion from 2007 – 2013, are disseminated as 

widely and effectively as possible to guarantee 
maximum exploitation and impact in the world of 

researchers and beyond. 

Open access to research articles helps to increase the 
impact of the EU's investment in research and 

development and to avoid wasting time and valuable 
resources on duplicative research. 



EC Open access pilot (2)
With access to a wider selection of literature, 

researchers can build upon this knowledge to 
further their own work. 

Small and medium sized businesses and 
entrepreneurs can also benefit from improved 
access to the latest research developments to 
speed up commercialisation and innovation.



ERC Scientific Council Guidelines for Open Access

The ERC requires that all peer-reviewed publications 
from ERC-funded research projects be deposited on 
publication into an appropriate research repository 
where available, such as PubMed Central, ArXiv or an 
institutional repository, and subsequently made Open 

Access within 6 months of publication.

The ERC considers essential that primary data are 
deposited to the relevant databases as soon as 

possible, preferably immediately after publication and 
in any case not later than 6 months after the date of 

publication.   

(December 2007)





EUROHORCs
All the major public funding agencies in 24 European 

countries are members of European Heads of 
Research Councils (EUROHORCs)

In May 2008 the General Assembly of EUROHORCs 
agreed to recommend a minimal standard regarding 

Open Access to its Member Organisations.  The 
proposed minimal standard is an intermediate step 

towards a system in which free access to all scientific 
information is guaranteed without jeopardizing the 

system of peer review, quality control, and long-term 
preservation. 

(based on Open Access Policies: An Overview by DOpen Access Policies: An Overview by David Prosser, SPARC Europe Director: 
http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-oa/training/2009-nepal/10-david-prosser) 

http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-oa/training/2009-nepal/10-david-prosser


EUROHORCs (2)
It encourages its members to reduce embargo time to 

not more than six months and later to zero.

All MOs of EUROHORCs should sign the Berlin 
Declaration on Open Access (2003); 

all scientists, either funded by or doing research for 
MOs, should be informed about the already existing 
mechanisms for Open Access and strongly advised to 

make use of them. 
(based on Open Access Policies: An Overview by DOpen Access Policies: An Overview by David Prosser, SPARC Europe Director: 
http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-oa/training/2009-nepal/10-david-prosser) 

http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-oa/training/2009-nepal/10-david-prosser


Berlin Declaration
‘Our mission of disseminating knowledge is only half 

complete if the information is not made widely and 
readily available to society.’

Signatories should promote open access by

encouraging researchers/grant recipients 

to publish in open access.
encouraging the holders of cultural heritage 

to support open access by providing their resources 
on the Internet

http://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlindeclaration.html 

http://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlindeclaration.html


Berlin Declaration (2)
developing means to evaluate open access 

contributions and online-journals 

in order to maintain the standards 

of quality assurance and good scientific practice; 

advocating that open access publication 

be recognized in promotion 

and tenure evaluation.

http://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlindeclaration.html 

http://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlindeclaration.html


Bulgaria
4 open access repositories: Research at Sofia University, 

New Bulgarian University Scholar Electronic 
Repository, University of Rus, DSpace at Institute of 

Mathematics and Informatics (IMI BAS)

26 open access journals published by Bourgas University, 
Technical College, Hikari Ltd, NBU Library, Bulgarian 

Academy of Sciences, University of Sofia, Trakia 
University, Union of Scientists in Bulgaria, Academic 

Publishing House, National Bank for Industrial 
Microorganisms and Cell Cultures Bulgaria, Science & 

Education Foundation, Bulgarian Geological Society, SCS 
Consulting Ltd, Pensoft Publishers and Plovdiv University  



Bulgaria (2)
Bibliosphere, Ecologia Balkanica and ZooNotes 

journals use the Creative Commons Attribution Non-
Commercial No Derivatives license that allows others 
to download the works and share them with others as 

long as they mention the author and link back to 
him/her, but they can not change them in any way or 

use them commercially 

 ZooKeys journal uses the Creative Commons 
Attribution 3.0 License: every user is free to share — 

(to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix 
—( to adapt the work) under the following condition: 

attribution — (they must attribute the work in the 
manner specified by the author).  



Estonia
DSpace at Tartu University Library

16 open access journals 

University of Tartu has published a multidisciplinary 
journal Studia Humaniora Tartuensia since 2000, which 

is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 
Non-commercial No Derivative Works: every user is free 

to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) 
under the following condition: attribution — (they must 

attribute the work in the manner specified by the author); 
non-commercial (they may not use the work for commercial 

purposes); no derivative works (they may not alter, 
transform, or build upon the work).   



Latvia
SciRePrints: Science and Religion Dialogue Prints of 

University of Latvia  

2 open access journals published by Versita, Poland 





Lithuania
a National repository eLABa (Electronic Academic 

Library of Lithuania):  Lithuanian ETDs, books, 
journals, conference proceedings, working papers, 

empirical data

Kaunas College (Kauno kolegija) institutional repository

14 journals in DOAJ; Lithuanian Academy of Sciences 
Publishers publishes 12 scientific journals (all of 

them are OA)



Lithuania (2)
a Law on Science and Studies of the Republic of 

Lithuania (April 30, 2009) requires public access to 
research results.

Open Access institutional mandate: “Regulations of 
Open Access to Scientific Information of Vilnius 

University” (October 8, 2009) 

Voluntary Open Access policy: “Vytautas Magnus 
University regulations on submition of study and 

research documents to Electronic Academic 
Library of Lithuania (eLABa)” (May 27, 2009) 

 



Poland
6 open access repositories: subject: ECNIS Repository 

(Environmental Cancer Risk, Nutrition and Individual 
Susceptibility); institutional: IBB PAS Repository: 
Institute of Biochemistry and Biophysics, Polish 
Academy of Sciences, AMUR - Adam Mickiewicz 
University Repository, Yadda repository Warsaw 
University; departmental: Digital Library of the 

Formal Linguistics Department at the University of 
Warsaw,  and Electrical Engineering Wroclaw 

University of Technology. 

Polish digital library federation (56 digital libraries)

 



Poland (2)
All works the repositories Electrical Engineering, Wroclaw 
University of Technology and AGH OpenCourseWare, AGH 

University of Science and Technology, are licensed under 
the Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share 

Alike Poland License

The PIONIER Network Digital Libraries Federation provides 
a search facility for publications licensed under Creative 
Commons licenses: 246 publications from 5 digital libraries (as 
of July 9, 2010): Kujawsko-Pomorska Digital Library, Digital 
Library of Wroclaw University, Warsaw University of Technology 
Digital Library, Selesian Digital Library

Kujawsko-Pomorska Digital Library recommends the 
depositors Creative Commons licenses



Poland (3)
82 OA journals

Open Access Publishers: Termedia  and ViaMedica  

Springer Open Choice for Polish Institutions: The ICM 
University of Warsaw, acting on behalf of the Polish 

Ministry of Science and Higher Education, and Springer 
reached an agreement in which the open access fees 

are covered for authors at Polish institutions from May 
2010 onwards

 



Poland (4)
Two journals are licensed under the Creative Commons 

Attribution 2.5 Poland License:  EBIB Bulletin    
published by the Polish Librarians Association and Folia 

Histochemica et Cytobiologica   published by Polish 
Histochemical and Cytochemical Society: every user is 

free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) 
and to remix —(to adapt the work) under the following 

condition: attribution — (they must attribute the work in 
the manner specified by the author).  

 



Poland (5)
the Institute of Biochemistry and Biophysics, Polish 

Academy of Sciences open access institutional 
mandate: “All newly published manuscripts must be 
immediately deposited in the repository  in the final 
reviewed version (not publisher's proprietary pdf). 

Deposits will become available immediately or after 
expiration of embargo, depending on publisher's 

policy.”   

On November 20, 2009 the Rector of Adam 
Mickiewicz University in Poznan issued an open 

access PhD theses mandate. 

 



Poland (6)
Open Education Coalition (KOED), Open Handbooks 

(wiki), Free literature, Open AGH – open platform for e-
learning (free courses) 

 









University associations
European University Association: 

“Universities should develop institutional policies and 
strategies that foster the availability of their quality-
controlled research results for the broadest possible 

range of users, maximising their visibility, accessibility 
 and scientific impact. 

The basic approach …should be the creation of 
an institutional repository or participation in 

a shared repository… 
http://www.eua.be/fileadmin/user_upload/files/Policy_Positions/Recommendations_Open_Access_adopted_by_the_EUA_Council_on_26th_of_March_2008_final.pdf 

http://www.eua.be/fileadmin/user_upload/files/Policy_Positions/Recommendations_Open_Access_adopted_by_the_EUA_Council_on_26th_of_March_2008_final.pdf


Research Communication

Cameron Neylon: 

The future of research communication is 
aggregation

 http://cameronneylon.net/blog/the-future-of-research-communication-is-aggregation/ 

Cameron Neylon: Biochemist, Open Science, Open Access, and 
bringing more experimental techniques to the biosciences, 

work at the Science and Technology Facilities Council, the UK’s 
major provider and supporter of large scale academic 

research facilities, including synchrotrons, neutron sources, 
and high powered lasers  

http://cameronneylon.net/blog/the-future-of-research-communication-is-aggregation/


Research Communication











Open data 
  The benefits of open data, says Murray-Rust, are clear: 

Opening up data allows others to validate or disprove 
experiments, leads to new scientific insights and gives 
individuals who created the science new recognition. 

“It's commonplace that we advance by building on the 
work of colleagues and predecessors – standing on the 

shoulders of giants,” says Pollock, co-founder of the 
Open Knowledge Foundation and Mead Fellow in 

Economics, Emmanuel College, University of Cambridge. 
“In a digital age, to build on the work of others we need 

something very concrete: access to the data of others 
and the freedom to use and reuse it."

http://www.arl.org/sparc/innovator/panton.shtml 

http://www.arl.org/sparc/innovator/panton.shtml


Open data (2) 
  The authors’ vision is that data needs to be used and 
reused for the maximum benefit, says Neylon, who also 
serves on the Science and Technology Facility Council. In 
most cases, scientists are taking public money or money 

from charity to conduct their research and those 
entities want to generate meaningful outputs.

“They want to make investments that get the biggest 
possible return,” says Neylon. “Funders are under 

pressure to make sure funding outputs are being fully 
exploited. The public is not impressed with hearing data 
is not available… people are appalled when data is not 

available.” 
http://www.arl.org/sparc/innovator/panton.shtml 

http://www.arl.org/sparc/innovator/panton.shtml










Next steps – researchers and students

Publish articles in open access journals

Self-archive in open repositories

Spread a word about open access



Next steps – research managers
Introduce open access polices

Transform the TA journals into OA journals

Set-up open repositories

Spread a word about open access



Next steps – libraries
Set-up open repositories

Help researchers and students to self-archive

Help to publish open access journals and create 
open educational resources

Help in data curation and sharing 

Spread a word about open access



National governments and international organizations

1. Require open access to publicly funded scientific 
research (funders mandates). 

2. Commit to public domain status for publicly funded 
data. 

3. Consider a patent policy that does not hinder the 
process of open innovations.   

4. Start tracking and rewarding sharing via citations to 
open articles, data sets, materials, tools. 

5. Increase funding for library resources and new 
training for librarians to support data. 



Thank you! 
Questions? 

iryna.kuchma[@]eifl.net
http://www.eifl.net 

Attribution 3.0 Unported

http://www.eifl.net/
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